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ABSTRACTS

(1) Social Formation Theory and Values about History: A Written Exchange
Wang Weiguang, Jin Huiming and Pang Zhuoheng ¢ 4 *

Editor s Note: The problems contemporary China faces have drawn the attention of scholars
of diverse persuasions whose understandings and evaluations of the “China road" vary greatly.
Historical research has to start from reality, that is, from the historical uniqueness of China s re-
form and opening up and socialism with Chinese characteristics. How are we to evaluate the u-
niqueness of this historical creation? Are there major historical institutional differences between
China and the West that predestine them to different specific modes of social development and
transition toward modernization? How can we reveal the historical logic and theoretical meanings
underlying social transformation in modern China? For issues involving important historical eval-
uations, historical materialism remains a significant guide in both practical and academic con-
texts. The historical mission contained in the fundamental character of Marxist theory makes it
necessary that this theory should provide a philosophical perspective that serves as a world out2
look and methodology for addressing problems in contemporary China and the contemporary
world. Scientific judgments on issues such as the historical characteristics of Chinese society, the
evaluation of tradition and culture, the diversity of civilizations in our global age, the scientific
implications of the China road and the future development of China will inevitably focus, at the
fundamental level, on M arxps social formation theory and values about history. Hence this writ2

ten exchange.

(2) Analytical vs. Contextual: Two Approaches to Research on the History of Philosophy
H an Dong hui # 37 #

What characteristics should be the focus of historiography and research on the history of phi2
losophy: philosophical or historical? This significant problem has attracted much attention and al2
so much controversy in philosophical circles. Rortyps distinction between rational and historical
reconstruction highlights two attittudes toward the history of philosophy and two paradigms in
the historiography of philosophy. Underlying them are two principles for understanding philoso2
phy: rationalism and historicism. In terms of methodology, the dichotomy of rational and histori2
cal reconstruction can be transformed into two ideal forms, namely the analytical and the contex2
ual approach to the historiography of philosophy. Each has to clarify its own intellectual context
and concept of philosophy, a process of reflection that provides opportunities for dialogue and
communication. The necessary balance should be mantained between the analytical and the con2
textual approch to the historiography of philosophy. We should fully address the historicity of
philosophy, but at the same time, should go beyond simply dwelling on texts, facts and causality
to analyze concepts, reconstruct arguments and reveal significance.
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